
WAC 284-43-1060  Duration and effective dates of small group spe-
cial enrollment periods.  (1) This section applies to nongrandfathered 
small group plans offered on or off the health benefit exchange.

(2) Special enrollment periods must not be shorter than sixty 
days from the date of the qualifying event.

(3) The effective date of coverage for those enrolling in a small 
group plan through a special enrollment period is the first date of 
the next month after the application for coverage is received, unless 
one of the following exceptions applies:

(a) For special enrollment of newborn, adopted or placed for 
adoption children, the date of birth, date of adoption or date of 
placement for adoption becomes the first effective date of coverage;

(b) For applicants enrolling after the fifteenth of the month, 
the issuer must begin coverage not later than the first date of the 
second month after the application is received, unless the applicant 
is enrolling due to marriage or the commencement of a domestic part-
nership. An issuer may establish an earlier effective date at their 
discretion. An issuer may establish an earlier effective date at their 
discretion;

(c) For applicants enrolling because of marriage or the commence-
ment of a domestic partnership, when notice of the marriage or domes-
tic partnership is received within sixty days of the marriage or com-
mencement of the domestic partnership, either as spouse, domestic 
partner or as a dependent child, coverage must begin no later than the 
first date of the month immediately following the date of marriage or 
domestic partnership.

(4) An issuer must not refuse to enroll an applicant who applies 
within sixty days of the qualifying event, if the applicant would be 
eligible had the application been received during open enrollment.
[WSR 16-01-081, recodified as § 284-43-1060, filed 12/14/15, effective 
12/14/15. Statutory Authority: RCW 48.02.060, 48.18.120(2), 48.20.450, 
48.43.0211, 48.43.720(3), 48.44.050, 48.46.200, 45 C.F.R. §§ 147.104, 
147.106, 155.420, and 155.725. WSR 14-01-042 (Matter No. R 2013-02), § 
284-170-415, filed 12/11/13, effective 1/1/14.]
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